338                 NOX-VIOLENGE  INT  PEACE AND  WAR

them of the tremendous difference between 'Indian National
Socialism', as they often called your movement, and Hitler's Nazism.

Two books, The R&volution of Destruction and Hitler Speaks,
have been written by Hermann Rauschning, a former intimate
of Hitler. These books give a very clear impression of the move-
ment in Germany, and should be read by all thinking people.
Hitler aims at nothing less than the destruction of all moral values*
and in the bulk of German youth he has already attained that end.

Your article in Harijan about the Jewish problem in Germany
particularly interested me since I had many Jewish friends there.
You say in it that, if ever a war were justified, it is this one against
Germany. In the same article, however, you write that, if you
were a Jew, you would attempt to soften the hearts of the Nazis
by non-violence. Recently you also advised Britain and the British
people to surrender their beautiful island to the German invader,
without resistance by force, and to conquer him afterwards by
non-violence. There is probably no man in the whole history who
has a better knowledge of the practice of non-violence than yourself.
Your views have awakened veneration and love for you in millions
of hearts not only in India but in the outside world as well. Even
your opponents are compelled eventually to honour you and admit
the rightness of your aims and methods. But your opponents are
the British, a people that, though like every other it has its weak
points, in spite of its business sense, retains a heart.

Through Nazism, the German youth has lost all individuality
of thought and feeling. The great mass of young people has lost
its heart and is degraded to the level of a machine. The German
conduct of the war is absolutely mechanical: machines are driven
by robot men who have no qualms of conscience about crushing
under their tanks the bodies of women and children, bombing
open towns, killing hundreds of thousands of women and children,
and on occasion using them as a screen for their advance, or distri-
buting poisoned food. These are all facts, the truth of which I can
vouch for. I have spoken with many of your followers about.the
possibility of applying non-violence against Germany. A friend
of mine, whose work it is to cross-examine German prisoners of
war in England, was deeply shocked by the spiritual narrowness
and heartlessness of these young men, and agreed with me that
non-violence could not be applied with any success against such
robots. The most terrible side of the question is the fact that Hitler